
Introduction
The Gospel text in the Revised Common Lectionary for Nov. 3 is Luke 19:1-10.  
It is a story of mission, showing Jesus on the move, making disciples as he 
goes (see Matthew 28:16-20). Earlier in Luke, Jesus described himself as 
“anointed” and “sent” by “the Spirit of the Lord” to “bring good news to 
the poor” (4:18-19). In Jericho, as he nears completion of his journey to 
Jerusalem (which began in 9:51), Jesus encounters Zacchaeus, a “chief tax 
collector” who was “rich.” Will Zacchaeus answer the call to God’s mission 
from God’s Spirit-anointed Son?   

Worship resources

Sermon starters
Below are four sets of observations and questions on the text that may aid 
you in the preparation of the message.

1. 	 The story moves through four uses of the verb “to come” in reference 
to Jesus. 
•	 “Having come in [‘entered’ NRSV], he was passing through Jericho” 

(19:1).
•	 “When he came to the place, he looked up …” (19:5).
•	 “And seeing it, all were grumbling, saying, ‘he came in [‘has gone’] to 

lodge with a sinful man’” (19:7).
•	 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (19:10).

Having come in, Jesus was passing through Jericho, as if he did not 
intend to stay the night. Yet, after coming to the place where Zacchaeus 
was, Jesus ultimately decides to come in and “lodge” [“be the guest”] in 
Zacchaeus’s house. How would you describe the relationship between 
Jesus “coming to stay” at Zacchaeus’s house and his “coming to seek and 
to save the lost?”
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2. 	 Jesus addresses Zacchaeus in two statements that 
include the words “today” and “house.”
•	 	“For today it is necessary for me to stay in your 

house” (v. 5).
•	 	“Today salvation has come to this house …” (v. 9).

In the first statement, Jesus invites himself to 
Zacchaeus’s house after “looking up” and calling him 
down from the Sycamore tree, which he had climbed 
to see Jesus. In the second, Jesus announces salvation 
to Zacchaeus’s house after Zacchaeus pledges to give 
“half” his possessions to the poor and “fourfold” to 
anyone he has cheated in his position as a chief tax 
collector. How would you describe the relationship 
between invitation and salvation in this story?

3. 	 The text refers to Zacchaeus by name three times.
•	 	“And behold [‘there was’] a man, being called by 

name ‘Zacchaeus,’ and he was a chief tax collector, 
and he was rich” (v. 2).

•	 	“And having looked up, Jesus said to him, 
‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down …’” (v. 5).

•	 	“But standing, Zacchaeus said to the Lord, ‘Behold 
[‘Look’], half of my possessions, Lord, I give to the 
poor …’” (v. 8).

The name Zacchaeus means “pure.” How would you 
describe the relationship between the man Zacchaeus 
and the meaning of his name at the beginning and at 
the end of this story? How does Zacchaeus respond 
when Jesus calls him by name?

4. 	 The verb “to seek” occurs twice in this text, each 
time in the context of personal identity.
•	 “And he was seeking to see who Jesus is [‘was’]” 

(v. 3).
•	 “And he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the lost” (vv. 9-10). 

In the first case, Zacchaeus is the subject of seeking, 
while Jesus is the object—the one being sought. 
Zacchaeus wanted to know the identity of Jesus 
(“who Jesus was”). In the second case, Jesus is 
“the Son of Man” who “came to seek and to save” 
Zacchaeus, the one in whose house he stayed and 
pronounced salvation. The seeker becomes the 
sought, and the sought becomes the seeker. Even 
more, by seeking the identity of Jesus, “the Son of 
Man,” Zacchaeus is identified by Jesus as “a son 
of Abraham,” one who receives salvation by grace 
through faith that works. How would you describe 
the meaning of salvation in this text?

Additional resources
Consider these stories from South Africa as contemporary 
examples of the processes of grace, repentance, restitution, 
and reconciliation that we see illustrated in the story of 
Zacchaeus.

Adriaan Vlok, former Law and Order Minister under the 
racist system of White-minority rule known as apartheid, has 
devoted the remaining years of his life to enacting repentance 
for his sins. Read mg.co.za/article/2015-10-05-ds. Watch 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttL8P3NK4zY.

Worship songs and readings
Key
HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book
SJ = Sing the Journey
SS = Sing the Story

Worship songs
“Blessed Jesus, at your word” HWB 13
“Oh love, how deep, how broad” HWB 236
“Filled with the Spirit’s power” HWB 289
“God sends us the Spirit” HWB 293
“How good a thing it is” HWB 310
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God” HWB 324
“At the name of Jesus” HWB 342
“For Christ and the church” HWB 416
“Savior of my soul” HWB 549
“Jesus calls us here to meet him” SJ 3
“Lord Jesus, you shall be my song” SJ 14
“Jesus Christ is waiting” SJ 30
“In the morning when I rise” SJ 45
“Somos el cuerpo de Cristo” SJ 64
“Praise the One who breaks the darkness” SS 1
“Jesus, be the center” SS 31
“Firstborn of Mary” SS 37
“When Jesus worked here on earth” SS 38
“Blessed be the name” SS 75
“How can I say” SS 117

Responsive readings, litanies, and prayers 
HWB 669 Gathering
HWB 677 Gathering
HWB 683 Praising/Adoring
HWB 695 Confessing/Reconciling
HWB 697 Confessing/Reconciling
HWB 716 Affirming Faith
HWB 755 Witnessing
SJ 132 Confessing/Reconciling
SJ 138 Praying 
SJ 153 Witnessing
SS 128 Gathering
SS 143 Praying
SS 146 Praying
SS 182 Praying



3

The mothers of the Gugulethu Seven confront Thapelo 
Mbelo, who, like Zacchaeus, collaborated with an 
oppressive regime against his own people. Referring to 
point #3 above, notice how one of the mothers begins 
her pronouncement of forgiveness with an appeal to 
Mbelo’s name. The footage is from Long Night’s Journey 
into Day, an award-winning documentary about the 
South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
The video may be rented at vimeo.com/ondemand/
longnightsjourneyintoday, or check your local library for 
a copy. The story of the Gugulethu Seven begins at the 
59-minute mark of the film. Warning: Some footage may 
be disturbing to some viewers. 

Children’s story suggestion
Read the new story card about Caleb Siwali, a 9-year-
old peacemaker, from our Mission Bank materials 
on South Africa: www.MennoniteMission.net/
SouthAfricaMissionbank.

Offering suggestion  
In accordance with our mission statement, Mennonite 
Mission Network partners with ministries in South Africa 
that “lead, mobilize, and equip the church to participate 
in holistic witness 
to Jesus Christ in 
a broken world.” 
Consider an offering 
toward mission 
that participates in 
the ongoing work 
of reconciliation in 
South Africa—and 
which witnesses in 
word and deed to the 
good news of God’s 
peace in Jesus Christ. 
You may download 
the bulletin insert pictured here from our website at  
www.MennoniteMission.net/MissionSunday2019 and use 
it as an introduction to our partners.
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Mennonite Mission Network’s  

ministry partners in South Africa 

Building peace 

Southern African Development and 

Reconstruction Agency (SADRA)—

According to Director Oscar Siwali, 

SADRA’s mission is “to create 

a nonviolent South Africa” in a 

land long traumatized by violence. 

Together with Dan and Kathryn 

Smith Derksen, Mennonite Mission 

Network workers, Siwali trains 

peacebuilders for schools, churches, 

and communities throughout 

southern Africa.

Reimagining the Church

Anabaptist Network in South 

Africa (ANiSA)—In the words of 

Coordinator Mzwandile Nkutha, 

ANiSA brings people together “to 

reimagine justice and peace at dis-

tance from power.” In a country in 

which church and state formed the 

disastrous system of racial separa-

tion known as apartheid, many 

people seek a vision of the church 

that witnesses to the world rather 

than tries to govern it by force—an 

insight long held by the Anabaptist 

tradition.

Sustaining livelihoods

Grace Community Church (GCC)—

South Africa ranks as one of the 

world’s most unequal societies in 

the distribution of wealth. In an 

area in which employment oppor-

tunities are scarce, the congrega-

tions of GCC—a member church 

of Mennonite World Conference—

work to build their communities 

both spiritually and economically.

Discipling leaders 

Bethany Bible School (BBS)—In 

the words of Coordinator Reuben 

Mgodeli, BBS equips “church lead-

ers . . . who have no theological 

background . . . to be leaders who 

have servants’ hearts, leaders who 

are leading by serving their con-

gregants and the communities.” It 

grew out of a partnership between 

Mennonites and African Initiated 

Churches in the early 1980s.
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South Africa: 
Learning and leading together
T he table was spread. The dignitaries were seated—but they included 

neither the pastor, the preacher, nor any person of status from the 

community. On this Sunday, the leader had vacated his spot in order 

that those who typically serve—the young women of South Africa—might 

first be served and honored in the presence of all.
Just as I witnessed this display of servant leadership in a South African 

church, so Reuben Mgodeli, the coordinator of Bethany Bible School (the 

adult-education ministry with which my wife and I worked for eight years 

in South Africa), described to me his understanding of leadership in the 

way of Christ: “If serving is below you, then leadership is beyond you.” 

Mennonite Mission Network supports many compassionate leaders 

who “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) 

across South Africa. As Jesus proclaimed the word and healed “every disease 

and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23), so our approach to holistic 

mission through partners, local leaders, and workers is as varied as teach-

ing the Bible, alleviating poverty, and transforming conflict. By serving and 

equipping others to serve, they bear witness to Jesus, who “came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

Your support enables Mennonite Mission Network and our partners to 

participate in the work of raising up leaders for South Africa who serve in 

the way of Christ. Please consider if God is calling you to 
join in this partnership in the gospel!

—Joe Sawatzky Church Relations representative and former mission worker in South Africa
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Our gifts can help support 

mission in South Africa.

Southern African Development and 

Reconstruction Agency is one of seven ministries 

in South Africa that partner with Mennonite 

Mission Network. These ministries include a Bible 

school for church leaders, working for social 

justice, and peace-building workshops in schools 

and communities. 

Did you know? 

$25 will help provide study materials for peer 

mediation workshops in high schools.

$50 will help provide food for volunteers 

who work as Peace Justice Witness observers 

in situations that could become violent. 

$100 will help rent a space for conflict 

mediation work workshops.

Gift designation. All gifts to support 

ministries in South Africa should be sent to 

Mennonite Mission Network, PO Box 370, 

Elkhart, IN 46515-0370. Please indicate that 

the funds are for “Mission Bank—South 

Africa” or “Project #1927.”

  For more activities and stories,  

visit www.MennoniteMission.net/

SouthAfricaMissionBank. 

Molo [MO-lo]! My name is Caleb Siwali [KAY- leb  

See-WA-lee]. I am 8 years old and I live in South Africa. Molo 

means “hi” in one of the languages I speak. It is the isiXhosa 

[ee-see-KHO-sa] language. Don’t worry. If you come to South 

Africa to see me, I also speak English very well.

Have you ever heard of Archbishop Desmond Tutu or President 

Nelson Mandela? You should learn more about them. They are 

great men of peace. There are many great men and women of 

peace in South Africa. My dad and mom are two of them.

My mom, Zandi [ZAN-dee], helps women when they are 

going through hard times, and my dad, Oscar [OS-ker], started 

Southern African Development and Reconstruction Agency to 

help kids and grown-ups learn about how to live in peace.      

Peace is not a hard word to say, but peace can be hard to 

do. When I say “peace,” do you think I’m talking about 

those little green balls that grow in your garden or come in 

a tin can? I’m not!   

Let me tell you what I know about peace.

1. Peace comes when everyone feels special. When I get to 

school, I say “molo” to each kid. I say their names so no 

one feels left out. This means I have many friends.

2. For people to live in peace, each person must clearly say 

what they think, in a way that doesn’t hurt other people. 

When my parents told me we were going to the beach “in a 

few days’ time,” I asked, “How many days is a ‘few days?’” 

I was hoping it would be the next day. If I hadn’t asked 

how many days exactly, there would not have been peace 

in our house. I would have put on my swimming trunks 

every morning. Then I would have been disappointed. But I 

wouldn’t have thrown a tantrum or been demanding.

3. That is another thing I know about peace. Shouting or 

hitting things or people are not ways to build peace. If 

I shout and hit, I don’t get what I want, and I find that 

people don’t like to be with me. My dad and mom like to 

take me shopping because I ask politely if I want a toy or 

some candy. If my parents say, “Not today,” I respect that.

4. Listening helps me understand how another person thinks; 

when we talk and listen, we can come to a peaceful 

compromise. A compromise is when each person explains 

why they want what they ask for, or why they think as 

they do. For example, sometimes when I am shopping 

with my mom, I ask for ice cream, but she chooses peas 

instead. I say, “I don’t like peas. I want ice cream.” She 

says, “But peas are good for your health and ice cream is 

bad for your teeth. Ice cream will give you cavities.” So I 

say, “But peas make me feel sick.”

Can you think of a compromise that will make a happy 

peace between my mom and me? [Allow children to 

suggest answers:

• They could buy peas and ice cream. If Caleb eats 

peas, he can have ice cream and then brush his teeth 

afterward. This way, he would have healthy food 

(peas) and happy food (ice cream) and no cavities.

• They could buy a different green vegetable that Caleb 

likes better than peas. 

• They could buy a toy that Caleb wants so he doesn’t 

feel sad about not getting ice cream.]

I want to practice being a great man of peace, like Jesus 

and Archbishop Tutu and President Mandela—and my dad. 

Who do you want to be like?

Uxolo malube nani [Oo-KHO-lo mah-LOO-bay NAH-nee]. 

Peace be with you.

Prayer

Dear God, show us how to live in peace with each 

other. Help us to say what we think and listen to others 

respectfully. Help us to talk to others rather than hitting 

them or being mean in other ways. Amen.

Caleb’s lessons for peace
Caleb and his dog, Skye, are ready for a swim in 

South Africa.
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