
Serve

FAITH IN ACTION

Teachers of Bible,  
theology, and leadership 
development    
South America

Teach courses that help students
study/read the Bible with Anabaptist
understandings, and prepare 
them for teaching and leadership 
responsibilities.

Bible and theology  
instructor   
India

Teach Bible and theology at Union 
Biblical Seminary for three months 
or longer. 

Apply or find other placements at
www.MennoniteMission.net/Serve.

God’s word finds fertile soil in Burkina Faso  

In 1982, Anne Garber (Kompaoré) 
and Gail Wiebe (Toevs) arrived in 
the village of Kotoura, Burkina Faso, 

believing that their work would only 
entail translation and linguistics. They 
had carefully laid out plans about 
how to present the good news of Jesus 
gradually and in culturally appropriate 
ways. According to their plan, they 
thought it would take 20 years before a 
church could be established, which was 
fine with them. They were prepared 
to wait, and they prayed for the Holy 
Spirit to lead them. 

What they were not prepared for was 
how quickly the Holy Spirit would work.

After arriving, Anne and Gail 
asked the acting chief of Kotoura for a 

language teacher. He assigned his son, 
Tiéba Traoré, to work with them. One 
day, Tiéba became intrigued with the 
story of the prodigal son and his loving 
father, from Luke 15. 

“Wow! What a wonderful story! 
Tell me more!” Tiéba requested. “You 
tell me and I’ll tell [my people].”

He wanted to know more about 
God and God’s power in the world. 
After almost a year and a thousand 
questions later, he believed in Jesus 
Christ. He became the first Christian 
as a result of Mennonite witness in 
Burkina Faso, and was eager to share 
his newfound faith.  

“Within 11 months of our arrival, 
we had young Christians to mentor,” 

Anne said. “We were expected to learn 
the language and prepare the way for 
evangelistic missionaries!”

Three decades later, Tiéba’s witness 
touched many other’s lives and even in-
spired his own son, Hamidou, and daugh-
ters, Rachel and Lois, to pursue biblical 
training. Hamidou eventually became a 
pastor of a church he helped to plant, and 
Rachel and Lois together initiated evange-
lism in neighboring villages, and continue 
to serve in the Mennonite Church.

“I love God’s word and deepening my 
understanding of it,” said Hamidou.

Today, Eglise Evangélique Mennonite 
du Burkina Faso, the Mennonite Church 
in Burkina Faso, has 25 congregations 
and more than 700 members.   

The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, which a farmer took and planted in the ground.   —Luke 13:19

PRAY   that all of us can be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit, especially when the results challenge our plans or assumptions. 
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Community development 
and discipleship worker  
Senegal

Join local Senegalese community 
development facilitators in develop-
ing program responses to health, 
economic, social and spiritual needs. 

La Prairie Mennonite 
Church community worker  
France

Join La Prairie Mennonite Church as 
they work to engage their commu-
nity in social, relational and spiritual 
ways. Opportunities include serving 
in their café/tea room/book shop, 
working with children one Saturday 
a month, and providing hospitality 
to refugees. 

Protection counselor    
Washington, D.C. 

Assist refugees and asylum seekers from 
around the globe at the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees.



Discerning God’s call 
by Tonia Martin

www.MennoniteMission.net
Toll-free: 1-866-866-2872 

Be the Gospel.

Cut out or fold over, post, and use this verse for contemplation and prayer over the next month.

Tonia Martin, personnel counselor at Mennonite Mission Network, offers the following 
practical steps to tune into God’s voice.

1.	 Live your life faithfully today in your 
current circumstances; find ways to 
love God and love your neighbor.  

2.	 Identify and develop your gifts and 
talents. 
•	 Think about who you want to be, 

who you are becoming, and how 
you want to live. 

•	 Listen to wise counsel. 
•	 Take some time. If you can, take 

a gap year. It’s not just for young 
adults. Any time that you can  

afford to take and focus on voca-
tion is great.

•	 Take seriously what you love, and 
uncover what you are good at, 
rather than focusing on what you, 
or others, think you should be  
doing. 

3.	 Listen for God’s call for how to use 
your gifts and talents, even if it inter-
rupts your own life plans. Learn more 
about who God created you to be and 
then live into that purpose.

My presence
will go with you.

—Exodus 33:14


